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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Changes in  Montana m arriage and d iv o rce  law s were recommended in  a 38-page 
rep ort subm itted t o  Gov. Tim Babcock Tuesday by th e  G overn or's Committee on Domes­
t i c  R e la tio n s . The recommendations a re , acco rd in g  t o  th e  committee, "a begin n in g 
in  what should be, over th e  next few y e a rs , a com plete e v a lu a tio n  and m o d ific a tio n  
of Montana fa m ily  law .*1
The committee, headed by Dean Robert E. S u lliv a n  o f th e  Montana S ta te  U niver­
s i t y  Law School, recommends a b o lit io n  o f c o n tra ct and common law  m arriages, t ig h t e n ­
ing o f r e s t r ic t i o n s  on teen age m arriages, adoption  o f a s ta tew id e  uniform  m arriage 
a p p lic a tio n  form and r e fu s a l  o f  a m arriage l ic e n s e  to  a p p lic a n ts  under th e  i n f l u ­
ence o f in to x ic a n ts  or n a r c o t ic s .
The re p o rt asks fo r  a com pulsory 30-day "c o o lin g  o f f "  p erio d  between th e 
f i l i n g  o f a d iv o rce  a c t io n  and th e  h earin g  by th e  d i s t r i c t  court and fo r  a compul­
sory six-m onth w a itin g  p erio d  between d iv o rce  and rem arriage. I t  a ls o  recommends 
b rin gin g  Montana law  in to  l i n e  w ith  th a t o f  most oth er s ta t e s  by making th e  fa th e r  
le g a l l y  re sp o n sib le  fo r  th e  support o f an i l le g i t i m a t e  c h ild .
The committee agrees w ith  th e  S ta te  Department o f  P u b lic  In s tr u c t io n  th a t 
young people should r e c e iv e  ed u cation  fo r  m arriage and fa m ily  r e s p o n s ib l it y ,  th a t  
such a course should not be com pulsory, should be tau gh t by s k i l l e d  p eo p le, and 
should not in clu d e  sex in s t r u c t io n .
Committee recommendations are  taken  from e x is t in g  law s o f other ju r is d ic t io n s ,
Dean S u lliv a n  s a id . Many o f th e  recommendations are  new to  Montana, but th ey  have 
been te s te d  and proved e f f e c t i v e  e lsew h ere, he p oin ted  o u t.
(more)
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E stablishm ent o f  th e  committee was req u ested  by a Montana Senate r e s o lu t io n  
of February 1961. The committee, appointed by Gov. Donald N utter, was organized  
in  October 1961. Since th e L e g is la tu r e  made no p ro v is io n  fo r  fin a n cin g  i t s  work, 
members have served  w ithout reimbursement.
Servin g on th e committee w ith  Dean S u lliv a n  were Rev. Edward E. Courtney, Rev. 
James J . Flynn, Dr. B e tty  S. G ilso n , Judge L. C. Gulbrandson, P a tr ic k  F. Hooks, 
Rabbi Samuel H orowitz, Rev. A lv in  J . House, Judge LeRoy L. McKinnon, Rev. W aiter J. 
Moris, Mrs. W alter Needham, Dr. Richard L. P eterson , George P. S a r s f ie ld  and Mrs. 
Kathryn K. S in c la ir .  Mrs. Bess Reed and Edward S c h i l le r  were co n su lta n ts  to  th e 
committee.
The com m ittee's s tu d ie s  were made in  f i v e  gen era l a re a s : M arriage, d iv o rce , 
annulment, support and d eterm in ation  o f parentage o f i l le g i t im a t e  c h ild re n , and 
education in  th e high  sch ool fo r  fa m ily  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y .  A summary o f committee 
recommendations in  th ese  areas fo llo w s :
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